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though only lately Prussia was superior to all the
world in " intelligence, humanity, education and kind-
heartedness/3 And the Crown Princess strenuously
denied that, as the Queen had written to her, Bismarck
wanted to see all the Powers quarrelling with each
other. In refutation of such a view she assured her
that the last thing in the world that Bismarck wanted
was that Germany should quarrel with Russia. But
that, though undoubtedly true, was no refutation at
all. Once again, as when Bismarck was in favour
of England annexing Egypt, she had missed the
point of his policy. Nothing was further from his
thoughts than that Germany should quarrel with
Russia, but nothing was nearer to his heart
than to see other Powers quarrelling with each
other.

It is impossible not to admire the vigour and en-
thusiasm of these counsels.   The Crown Princess, as
she herself acknowledged,  was  in  a  " perpetually
pugilistic frame of mind " and found it almost more
than she could bear to have to listen to criticism of
England without the satisfaction of knocking some-
body down.   She swept  all  difficulties  aside,  she
scarcely admitted that any existed.   The Queen, on
this occasion, was entirely with her on the main point,
and did not need the goad of those stinging warnings
that Europe believed England to be decadent and
powerless and intent only on making money.   The
only difference between her and her impetuous coun-
sellor was that she, in her more responsible position,
had to reckon with these difficulties. No one was more
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